Becoming a Member of Bury Third Sector Development Agency 
(B3SDA)
Why become a Member Organisation

As a full member of B3SDA your organisation will receive a number of services, discounted and free, which are not available to non members. It will also give your organisation a real say in how B3SDA operates. 
We have three classes of membership:

· Full

· Associate

· Supporter

Full

Organisations that are eligible for full membership include third sector organisations who:

· Have a substantial number or proportion of Bury residents as their beneficiaries

· Have a governing document such as a constitution or is an exempt charity

· Show accountability to their membership 

Benefits of full membership include:
· Eligibility to stand for election for the B3SDA board

· Eligibility to vote on B3SDA constitutional matters and at board elections 

· Full access to the B3SDA lending library

· Use of the B3SDA digital projector, screen, flipchart, binding machine
· Reasonably priced photocopying
    

· Discounted rated for sending out flyers in our newsletter
Associate 
Organisations eligible for associate membership include third sector organisations that have filled in a B3SDA database registration form but have not fulfilled the criteria or sent the evidence needed for full membership. 
Benefits of associate membership include:
· Full access to the B3SDA lending library

· Reasonably priced photocopying
    

· Discounted rated for sending out flyers in our newsletter
Supporters

Supporters are individuals or public or private sector agencies who are registered on our database.

Supporters have access to information such as our newsletter and email updates through being registered on our database. 

Supporters do not need to fill in a membership form, just contact B3SDA and ask to be put on our database.
What is the Third Sector
The third sector includes voluntary, community and faith groups, charities, sports clubs, social enterprise and co-operatives.
Applying for Full Membership

If your organisation is eligible to become a full member, please return an application form along with the requested documents. 
Showing Accountability
One of the main aims of B3SDA is to enable representation of third sector issues when working in partnership with the public sector. 

It is important to the creditability of B3SDA that its full members should be able to show that they are accountable to the people who use their service or their members. This could be shown through holding an annual general meeting and by consulting with members or people who use their services.
For this reason when an organisation applies to be a full member we do ask for:

· A copy of their governing document  

· The minutes of their last annual general meeting 

· The latest annual report to the members (to include the financial report to members)

· Evidence of how they consult with their members or the people who use their services

Supporting B3SDA Mission, Vision and Values

Members will be expected to sign a declaration expressing their support for the mission, vision and values of B3SDA (see below)

Mission

Working in partnership with other sectors, we will provide support and opportunities for third sector organisations in Bury to strengthen their capacity, influence and resources to meet the diverse and changing needs of the people of Bury

Vision

Our vision is of sustainable and healthy communities in Bury, where the third sector plays a full and active part in reducing inequalities, strengthening communities and improving the quality of life for the people of Bury.

Beliefs and Values

Bury Third Sector Development Agency believes that:

All people have a right to equality of opportunity in life, a right to play an active part in their communities, and to participate in decision-making processes.

The third sector plays an essential part in addressing inequalities, improving quality of life and creating healthy and sustainable communities.

Help

For further information or help filling in the application form please contact 
B3SDA on 0161 797 1968 or email info@b3sda.org.uk. 

The membership application form is downloadable from our website at www.b3sda.org.uk






PAGE  
Charity No: 1124186

Company No: 6369584


